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October 22, 1968 

MEMO TO: Mr. Roatow 


Hanoi 9 a long circular message could mean that Hanoi is planning 
a public statement along the following lines: 
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M The DRV Is now prepared to enter into a four power conference in 
Paris one week after the US and GVN permanently and unconditionally 
cease all acts of war against the territory of the DRV. ,l 


Here is a first effort at a statement for such a contingency: 
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H On October 25 the US and GVN will cease all actions against the 
DRV invplving the use of force. We do so under the assurance that Hanoi 
is prepared to meet with representatives of the US and the GVN in Paris 
on November 1. 


fl Our readiness to meet with Hanoi 1 8 representatives does not mean 
that either the US or GVN recognizes the legitimacy of the government in 
Hanoi or of any other organization which Hanoi chooses to bring to the 
talks on its side. 


M We enter into this action in good faith but, as we have consistently 
told the DRV, they must understand that we could not continue to refrain from 
bombing if 

-- the DMZ is violated; 

— the jnajor cities of South Vietnam are attacked; or 
-- our unarmed reconnaissance is fired upon. 


"Accordingly, our commanders in the field have been given the 
necessary instructions to respond promptly and appropriately to any 
military violation bf our good faith by the other side. 11 
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